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Gi d e o n  Sp i r o

I tha n k  the  Int e r n a t i o n a l  Hu m a n  Ri g h t s  Le a g u e  in  
Be r l i n  for  inv i t i n g  me  to  sp e a k .  

Th e  Le a g u e  is  to  be  co m m e n d e d  for  its  de c i s i o n  to  
giv e  thi s  ye a r ’ s  Ka r l  Vo n  Os s i e t z k y  me d a l  to  
Mo r d e c h a i  Va n u n u .  It  is  a  cou r a g e o u s  de c i s i o n  an d  in  
my  vie w  a  co r r e c t  an d  fit t i n g  on e .  I wi l l  sa y  mo r e  
ab o u t  tha t  lat e r  in  th i s  ad d r e s s .  

I wa s  as k e d  to  be g i n  wi t h  a  few  wo r d s  ab o u t  my s e l f .  I  
am  a  na t i v e  of  Be r l i n ,  1935,  an d  a  su r v i v o r  of  
Kr y s t a l l n a c h t ,  po g r o m  wh i c h  I ex p e r i e n c e d  as  a  sm a l l  
ch i l d  in  Be r l i n .  On  my  fat h e r ’ s  si d e  as  we l l  as  my  
mo t h e r ’ s ,  my  fam i l y  ha s  de e p  roo t s  in  Ge r m a n y  tha t  
go  ba c k  fo r  ce n t u r i e s .  If  no t  fo r  the  ris e  of  the  Na z i  
reg i m e  an d  the  Ho l o c a u s t  tha t  fol l o w e d ,  we  alm o s t  
ce r t a i n l y  wo u l d  ha v e  rem a i n e d  in  Ge r m a n y  –  my  
fat h e r  wi t h  a  su c c e s s f u l  me d i c a l  pr a c t i c e ,  my  mo t h e r  
as  a  ph o t o g r a p h e r  an d  do c u m e n t e r  of  lan d s c a p e s  
an d  cou n t r i e s .  If  I co n t i n u e  to  sp e c u l a t e :  I wo u l d  ha v e  
gr o w n  up  to  be  a  Ge r m a n  jou r n a l i s t ,  ma y b e  en t e r e d  
po l i t i c a l  life,  go t t e n  ele c t e d  to  the  pa r l i a m e n t ,  an d  fro m  
the r e ,  wh o  kno w s ,  to  the  Ch a n c e l l o r  po s i t i o n ,  the  sk y  
is  the  lim i t  wh e n  I tak e  flig h t  on  the  wi n g s  of  
im a g i n a t i o n  of  “wha t  wo u l d  ha v e  ha p p e n e d  if  …”

Bu t  in  fac t ,  no n e  of  tha t  ha p p e n e d ,  an d  in  Ma r c h  1939  
we  em i g r a t e d ,  ba t t e r e d  an d  br u i s e d ,  to  Je r u s a l e m ,  
Pa l e s t i n e ,  wh i c h  wa s  the n  un d e r  Br i t i s h  rul e.  



Is r a e l  is  a  st a t e  of  ref u g e e s ,  bu t  to  my  dis m a y  ma n y  –  
inc l u d i n g  the  go v e r n m e n t s  of  Isr a e l  –  ha v e  for g o t t e n  
tha t  an d  ad o p t e d  the  dis g u s t i n g  pa t t e r n s  of  be h a v i o u r  
fro m  wh i c h  we  su f f e r e d  so  mu c h .  

I too  am  a  ref u g e e ,  bu t  I did  no t  for g e t  it,  he n c e  my  
com m i t m e n t  to  hu m a n  rig h t s ,  so c i a l  jus t i c e  an d  
pe a c e ,  no t  on l y  fo r  Je w s ,  bu t  for  al l  hu m a n  be i n g s .  
Th a t  is  no t  ob v i o u s  to  se v e r a l  mi n i s t e r s  in  the  
go v e r n m e n t  of  Isr a e l .  

Th e s e  pr i n c i p l e s  ma k e  me  pa r t  of  the  mi n o r i t y  in  
Isr a e l .  Th e r e  ar e  tho s e  in  Isr a e l  an d  the  Jew i s h  
Es t a b l i s h m e n t s  in  va r i o u s  co u n t r i e s ,  inc l u d i n g  
Ge r m a n y ,  wh o  de f i n e  pe o p l e  lik e  me  as  en e m i e s  of  
Isr a e l ,  as  fac i l i t a t o r s  of  an t i- Isr a e l i  pr o p a g a n d a  an d  
en c o u r a g e r s  of  an t i-Se m i t i s m  an d  ha t r e d  of  Isr a e l .  

Be  tha t  as  it  ma y ,  I ha v e  the  ho n o u r  of  inf o r m i n g  yo u  
tha t  I am  no t  an  en e m y  of  Isr a e l ,  bu t  I am  ind e e d  an  
en e m y  of  ra c i s m ,  wa r s ,  hu m a n  rig h t s  vi o l a t i o n s  an d  
we a p o n s  of  ma s s  de s t r u c t i o n  –  nu c l e a r ,  bio l o g i c a l  
an d  ch e m i c a l .  An d  tha t,  un f o r t u n a t e l y ,  pla c e s  me  in  
op p o s i t i o n  to  the  Isr a e l i  go v e r n m e n t  an d  a  su b s t a n t i a l  
pa r t  of  the  Isr a e l i  pu b l i c .  I am  com m i t t e d  to  ex p r e s s i n g  
thi s  me s s a g e  al l  ov e r  the  wo r l d ,  be c a u s e  the s e  
po s i t i o n s  tra n s c e n d  co n t i n e n t s  an d  na t i o n a l  bo r d e r s .  

Wh e n  the  nu c l e a r  mu s h r o o m  clo u d  ris e s  ov e r  ou r  
reg i o n  it  wi l l  no t  as k  me:  ar e  yo u  a  Jew?  OK,  yo u  ar e  
ex e m p t  fro m  rad i o a c t i v e  co n t a m i n a t i o n .  Ar e  yo u  an  



Ar a b  or  a  Mu s l i m?  Th e n  it  is  yo u r  fat e  to  be  roa s t e d  
al i v e .  

In  De c e m b e r  1960  Isr a e l ’ s  fir s t  pr i m e  mi n i s t e r ,  Da v i d  
Be n  Gu r i o n ,  ma d e  a  br i e f  st a t e m e n t  in  the  Kn e s s e t  
an n o u n c i n g  the  co n s t r u c t i o n  of  the  nu c l e a r  rea c t o r  at  
Di m o n a .  He  ad d e d  tha t  it  wa s  a  res e a r c h  rea c t o r  tha t  
wo u l d  be  op e n  to  sc i e n t i s t s  fro m  al l  ov e r  the  wo r l d .  
Al r e a d y  the n  it  wa s  cle a r  tha t  tha t  wa s  a  lie.  Th e  
rea c t o r  wa s  bu i l t  for  mi l i t a r y  pu r p o s e s  wi t h  the  he l p  of  
Fr a n c e  as  a  rew a r d  fo r  Isr a e l ’ s  su p p o r t  du r i n g  
Fr a n c e ’ s  wa r  ag a i n s t  Al g e r i a n  ind e p e n d e n c e .  Isr a e l ’ s  
nu c l e a r  si n  is  lin k e d  to  its  si n  of  su p p o r t i n g  Fr e n c h  
co l o n i a l i s m .  

Isr a e l  is  a  nu c l e a r  po w e r  on  the  sa m e  sca l e  as  Br i t a i n ,  
Fr a n c e  an d  Ch i n a .  Isr a e l  ha s  lau n c h e d  a  nu c l e a r  
arm s  rac e  in  a  da n g e r o u s  reg i o n ,  the  Mi d d l e  Ea s t .  
Isr a e l  ha s  be c o m e  a  Ga r d e n  of  Ed e n  for  we a p o n s  of  
ma s s  de s t r u c t i o n  –  nu c l e a r ,  bio l o g i c a l  an d  ch e m i c a l .  
Es t i m a t e s  of  the  num b e r  of  nu c l e a r  an d  hy d r o g e n  
bo m b s  in  Isr a e l ’ s  po s s e s s i o n  ran g e  be t w e e n  100  an d  
450.  To  tha t  mu s t  be  ad d e d  the  ch e m i c a l  an d  
bio l o g i c a l  we a p o n s  tha t  Isr a e l  is  de v e l o p i n g  in  the  
bio l o g i c a l  ins t i t u t e  at  Ne s s  Zio n a .  He r e  we  ha v e  a  
his t o r i c a l  iro n y :  a  st a t e  of  the  su r v i v o r s  of  Au s c h w i t z  
ha s  tur n e d  int o  a  tim e- bom b  for  the  ne x t  ho l o c a u s t  –  
the  nu c l e a r  ho l o c a u s t .  

Th e  of f i c i a l  Isr a e l i  po s i t i o n ,  tha t  “we  wi l l  no t  be  the  fir s t  
to  int r o d u c e  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  int o  the  Mi d d l e  Ea s t”  
ha s  be e n  kno w n  for  ye a r s  no w  to  be  mi s l e a d i n g ,  an d  
no  on e  is  bu y i n g  tha t  fak e  me r c h a n d i s e .  Th a t  sta n c e  



st e m m e d  fro m  an  ar r a n g e m e n t  be t w e e n  Isr a e l  an d  
the  US  tha t  pe r m i t t e d  the  US  to  co n t i n u e  to  su p p o r t  
Isr a e l  an d  thu s  to  ci r c u m v e n t  the  law  pa s s e d  by  the  
US  Co n g r e s s  ac c o r d i n g  to  wh i c h  a  sta t e  tha t  is  
de v e l o p i n g  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  in  vi o l a t i o n  of  the  No n-
Pr o l i f e r a t i o n  Tr e a t y  is  ine l i g i b l e  to  rec e i v e  US  for e i g n  
aid.  

Th e  go v e r n m e n t  of  Isr a e l  an d  the  or g a n i z a t i o n s  
su b j e c t  to  its  inf l u e n c e  an d/or  co n t r o l  of t e n  ma k e  
ma n i p u l a t i v e  us e  of  the  Ho l o c a u s t  as  an  ins t r u m e n t  to  
si l e n c e  vo i c e s  tha t  ar e  cr i t i c a l  of  Isr a e l  an d  to  ta r  wi t h  
the  br u s h  of  an t i-Se m i t i s m  tho s e  wh o  da r e  to  
as s e r t i v e l y  dis a g r e e  wi t h  Isr a e l ’ s  po l i c i e s ,  es p e c i a l l y  
tho s e  rel a t e d  to  the  Oc c u p a t i o n  an d  ap a r t h e i d  tha t  
Isr a e l  im p o s e s  on  the  Pa l e s t i n i a n  pe o p l e  in  the  
Oc c u p i e d  Te r r i t o r i e s .  Mo r e  tha n  on c e  thi s  me t h o d  ha s  
pr o v e d  to  be  ef f i c i e n t  an d  ha s  pu s h e d  pe o p l e  int o  a  
de f e n s i v e  co r n e r ,  the r e b y  di v e r t i n g  fir e  fro m  Isr a e l  
tow a r d s  its  cr i t i c s  wh o  no w  mu s t  pr o v e  tha t  the y  ar e  
no t  an t i-Se m i t e s .  

Me a n w h i l e  so m e  Isr a e l i  lea d e r s  ha v e  rec e n t l y  ma d e  a  
few  sl i p s  of  the  ton g u e  fro m  wh i c h  it  ca n  cle a r l y  be  
un d e r s t o o d  tha t  Isr a e l  ha s  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s .  Fo r m e r  
Pr i m e  Mi n i s t e r  Eh u d  Ol m e r t  di d  it  in  an  int e r v i e w  wi t h  
a  Ge r m a n  ne w s p a p e r .  Pr e s i d e n t  Sh i m o n  Pe r e s ,  wh o  
for  rea s o n s  tha t  ar e  un c l e a r  wo n  the  No b e l  Pe a c e  
Pr i z e ,  an d  wh o  see s  Isr a e l ’ s  nu c l e a r  rea c t o r  as  the  
pin n a c l e  of  hi s  ac h i e v e m e n t s ,  di d  it  in  a  do c u m e n t a r y  
fil m  ab o u t  the  cr e a t i o n  of  the  rea c t o r  in  Di m o n a .  Th u s  
ha s  the  po l i c y  of  “we  wi l l  no t  be  the  fir s t”  go n e  dow n  
the  dr a i n .



Is r a e l  ha s  als o  pr e s s e d  the  Ho l o c a u s t  int o  se r v i c e  on  
the  iss u e  of  the  nu c l e a r  ar m s .  Th e  do o m s d a y  we a p o n  
is  int e n d e d ,  the  me d i a  tel l  us  in  the  na m e  of  the  
go v e r n m e n t ,  to  pr e v e n t  a  se c o n d  Ho l o c a u s t .  Ag a i n  
the  Ho l o c a u s t  is  us e d  as  co v e r  fo r  ne f a r i o u s  po l i c y .  In  
Isr a e l  the y  lov e  to  ad o p t  the  po s e  of  the  et e r n a l  vi c t i m  
wh o  is  in  da n g e r  of  de s t r u c t i o n ,  al o n g  wi t h  to  the  
ma n t r a  “the  wh o l e  wo r l d  is  ag a i n s t  us.”  It  se r v e s  
Isr a e l ’ s  nu c l e a r  pim p s  ve r y  we l l .  Th u s  do  the y  so w  
fea r  in  Isr a e l .  Bu t  the  fac t  of  the  ma t t e r  is  tha t  Isr a e l  is  
no t  fac i n g  liq u i d a t i o n  or  de s t r u c t i o n  fro m  ou t s i d e  
(may b e  fro m  wi t h i n  –  bu t  tha t  is  fo r  an o t h e r  
dis c u s s i o n).  Isr a e l  ha s  the  st r o n g e s t  an d  be s t-
eq u i p p e d  ar m y  in  the  Mi d d l e  Ea s t ,  Isr a e l  is  ar m e d  to  
the  tee t h  wi t h  su p e r- mo d e r n  we a p o n s ,  mo r e  tha n  
en o u g h  for  se l f- de f e n c e ,  en o u g h  to  be  an  oc c u p y i n g  
st a t e  tha t  rul e  ov e r  an o t h e r  pe o p l e  for  ne a r l y  44  yea r s  
no w .  Th e r e  is  no  ne e d  for  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s .  

Th e  iss u e  als o  of  co u r s e  ha s  eco l o g i c a l  an d  ot h e r  
as p e c t s  –  for  ex a m p l e ,  a  hum a n- ma d e  or  na t u r a l  
di s a s t e r .  Th e  rea c t o r  in  Di m o n a  si t s  in  the  Gr e a t  Ri f t  
Va l l e y ,  an  ar e a  pr o n e  to  ea r t h q u a k e s .  An  ea r t h q u a k e  
hig h  on  the  Ri c h t e r  Sc a l e  co u l d  rup t u r e  the  rea c t o r  
an d  cr e a t e  a  rad i o a c t i v e  mu s h r o o m  clo u d  ov e r  Isr a e l ,  
wh i c h  is  the r e b y  in  da n g e r  of  de s t r u c t i o n  ev e n  wi t h o u t  
wa r .  An d  the n  the r e  is  the  iss u e  of  nu c l e a r  wa s t e  tha t  
en d a n g e r s  the  wa t e r  tab l e ,  pa r t i c u l a r l y  cr i t i c a l  in  a  
co u n t r y  wh e r e  the r e  is  a  sho r t a g e  of  wa t e r .  An d  the r e  
is  alw a y s  the  da n g e r  tha t  lea d e r s  wi l l  us e  the  
we a p o n s  in  a  mi l i t a r y  ad v e n t u r e ,  or  mi s r e a d  the  
int e n t i o n s  of  the  ad v e r s a r y ,  wh i c h  is  of  co u r s e  



pa r t i c u l a r l y  da n g e r o u s  in  a  reg i o n  lik e  ou r s  wh e r e  so  
ma n y  lea d e r s  be l i e v e  the y  ha v e  a  dir e c t  lin e  to  Go d  
an d  thi n k  in  te r m s  of  Ar m a g e d d o n .  No t  on l y  in  Ira n;  
als o  in  Isr a e l .  

To  my  dis m a y  Ge r m a n y  too  is  pa r t  of  the  pi c t u r e ,  al l  
be c a u s e  of  tha t  tw i s t e d  mo r a l  an d  po l i t i c a l  us e  to  
wh i c h  the  Ho l o c a u s t  ha s  be e n  pu t.  Ins t e a d  of  
co n c e n t r a t i n g  on  the  ma i n  les s o n  of  the  Ho l o c a u s t ,  
wh i c h  is  to  pr e s e r v e  de m o c r a c y  an d  to  st r u g g l e  for  
hu m a n  rig h t s  an d  ag a i n s t  rac i s m  an d  tyr a n n y ,  
Ge r m a n y  se e s  its e l f  –  wi t h  Isr a e l ’ s  en c o u r a g e m e n t  of  
co u r s e  –  as  ha v i n g  the  du t y  to  ex p r e s s  its  
co m m i t m e n t  to  Isr a e l  thr o u g h  the  pr o v i s i o n  of  mi l i t a r y  
eq u i p m e n t  am o n g  ot h e r  thi n g s .  Ge r m a n y  ha s  
pr o v i d e d  Isr a e l ,  as  a  gi f t,  wi t h  th r e e  su p e r- mo d e r n  
su b m a r i n e s  tha t  ca n  ca r r y  nu c l e a r  mi s s i l e s .  Th a t  is  
no t  jus t  a  po t e n t i a l i t y ;  it  is  the  cu r r e n t  re a l i t y .  It  
ha p p e n e d  du r i n g  the  inc u m b e n c y  of  Fo r e i g n  Mi n i s t e r  
an d  Vi c e- Ch a n c e l l o r  Jo s c h k a  Fi s c h e r ,  the  lea d e r  of  
the  Gr e e n s .  An o t h e r  ab s u r d i t y :  the  Gr e e n s ,  at  the  roo t  
of  wh o s e  ex i s t e n c e  is  the  an t i- nu c l e a r  st r u g g l e ,  
pr o v i d e  the  me a n s  for  nu c l e a r  wa r f a r e  in  the  mo s t  
ex p l o s i v e  reg i o n  in  the  wo r l d .  

I wr o t e  to  a  let t e r  to  the  Gr e e n  fac t i o n  in  the  
Bu n d e s t a g  to  req u e s t  tha t  the y  at  lea s t  ma k e  the  
de l i v e r y  of  the  su b m a r i n e s  co n d i t i o n a l  on  an  Isr a e l i  
co m m i t m e n t  tha t  the y  wo u l d  no t  be  nu c l e a r- arm e d .  
Th e  Ho n o u r a b l e  Me m b e r s  did  no t  bo t h e r  to  an s w e r .  
Th e  fri e n d s h i p  be t w e e n  for m e r  Pr i m e  Mi n i s t e r  Ar i e l  
Sh a r o n  an d  Fo r e i g n  Mi n i s t e r  Jo s c h k a  Fi s c h e r  wa s  
st r o n g e r  tha n  the i r  co m m i t m e n t  to  the  ca m p a i g n  
ag a i n s t  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s .  He n c e  the  ab s u r d i t y  tha t  



Ge r m a n y  is  he l p i n g  Isr a e l  an d  the  Mi d d l e  Ea s t  cr e a t e  
the  ne x t  ho l o c a u s t  as  co m p e n s a t i o n  for  the  pr e v i o u s  
on e .  Th i s  is  wh a t  is  ca l l e d  sy s t e m i c  ma d n e s s .  

An o t h e r  po i n t  tha t  I wa n t  to  em p h a s i z e  is  tha t  we  
op p o s e  nu c l e a r  ar m s  in  the  ha n d s  of  Ira n  no  les s  tha n  
in  tho s e  of  Isr a e l .  As  Isr a e l i s  we  na t u r a l l y  foc u s  on  the  
co u n t r y  in  wh i c h  we  liv e,  bu t  we  ar e  a  mo d e s t  
co m p o n e n t  in  an  int e r n a t i o n a l  fro n t  of  pr o p o n e n t s  of  
pe a c e  an d  hum a n  rig h t s  wh o  se e  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  as  
a  ter r i b l e  da n g e r  in  an y  pla c e ,  es p e c i a l l y  in  the  Mi d d l e  
Ea s t  an d  in  a  fun d a m e n t a l i s t  st a t e  tha t  vi o l a t e s  
hu m a n  rig h t s ,  lik e  Ira n.  

We  ho p e  tha t  the  int e r n a t i o n a l  st r u g g l e  to  pr e v e n t  Ira n  
fro m  ac q u i r i n g  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s  wi l l  su c c e e d  thr o u g h  
ne g o t i a t i o n s  an d  no t  thr o u g h  an o t h e r  wa r ,  the  
co n s e q u e n c e s  of  wh i c h  ar e  lia b l e  to  be  fra u g h t  wi t h  
dis a s t e r  for  al l.  Th e  fac t  tha t  Isr a e l  is  ap p l y i n g  
pr e s s u r e  ev e r y w h e r e  fo r  mi l i t a r y  ac t i o n  ag a i n s t  Ira n  
wh i l e  hin t i n g  at  the  po s s i b i l i t y  of  un i l a t e r a l  Isr a e l i  
m i l i t a r y  ac t i o n  is  fri g h t e n i n g ,  for  no b o d y  kn o w s  wh a t  
Ira n  alr e a d y  ha s  in  its  ba s e m e n t .  Isr a e l  co u l d  pla y  an  
ho n o u r a b l e  pa r t  in  the  cr e a t i o n  of  a  Mi d d l e  Ea s t  fre e  
of  we a p o n s  of  ma s s  de s t r u c t i o n  if  it  wo u l d  ag r e e ,  as  
the  pa r t y  tha t  se t  the  reg i o n  on  the  pa t h  to  nu c l e a r  
arm a m e n t ,  to  div e s t  its e l f  of  the m  in  a  sup e r v i s e d  an d  
co o r d i n a t e d  pr o c e s s .  

In  co n c l u s i o n ,  a  few  wo r d s  ab o u t  Mo r d e c h a i  Va n u n u .  
Wh e n  he  wo r k e d  as  a  tec h n i c i a n  in  the  nu c l e a r  
rea c t o r  at  Di m o n a ,  it  be c a m e  cle a r  to  him  tha t  he  wa s  
pa r t  of  a  ma c h i n e  tha t  wa s  ma k i n g  nu c l e a r  bo m b s  
be h i n d  the  ba c k s  of  the  ci t i z e n r y ,  wi t h o u t  rep o r t i n g  to  



th e m  an d  wi t h o u t  an y  pu b l i c  di s c u s s i o n  of  the  ma t t e r .  
He  tho u g h t  tha t  it  sh o u l d  be  rep o r t e d  to  the  pu b l i c .  
Th e  pu b l i c ’ s  rig h t  to  kn o w  is  an  imp o r t a n t  pr i n c i p l e  in  
a  de m o c r a t i c  reg i m e ,  an d  ce r t a i n l y  so  wh e n  it  co m e s  
to  iss u e s  tha t  af f e c t  the  liv e s  of  ev e r y  pe r s o n .  He  
ref l e c t e d  an d  he  ac t e d :  he  co u l d  no t  pu b l i s h  the  
inf o r m a t i o n  in  Isr a e l  be c a u s e  the  ce n s o r  wo u l d  no t  
pe r m i t  it,  so  he  ma d e  use  of  the  dem o c r a t i c  pr e s s  
ou t s i d e  Isr a e l ,  an d  tol d  the  En g l i s h  ne w s p a p e r  the  
Su n d a y  Tim e s  of  Lo n d o n  wh a t  wa s  ha p p e n i n g  in  
Di m o n a .  In  do i n g  so,  he  rea l i z e d  the  Jew i s h  bib l i c a l  
ru l e  tha t  “You  sha l l  su r e l y  reb u k e  yo u r  ne i g h b o u r .”  
(Levi t i c u s  19: 1 7).  

Isr a e l  ac t e d  lik e  a  ter r o r i s t  or g a n i z a t i o n ,  an d  in  
co m p l e t e  dis r e g a r d  of  int e r n a t i o n a l  law,  kid n a p p e d  
Va n u n u  us i n g  Mo s s a d  ag e n t s ,  tri e d  him  in  a  clo s e d  
tri a l  the  ou t c o m e  of  wh i c h  wa s  a  for e g o n e  co n c l u s i o n ,  
co n v i c t e d  him  of  tre a s o n  an d  es p i o n a g e  an d  sen t  hi m  
to  pr i s o n  for  18  yea r s .  Va n u n u ’ s  ac t  wa s  sim i l a r  to  
tha t  of  Ka r l  Vo n  Os s i e t z k y ,  wh o  al s o  br o u g h t  to  the  
pu b l i c ’ s  at t e n t i o n  inf o r m a t i o n  tha t  the  go v e r n m e n t  wa s  
try i n g  to  co n c e a l .  Ka r l  Vo n  Os s i e t z k y  too  wa s  pu t  on  
tri a l  for  tre a s o n ,  bu t  in  the  We i m a r  Re p u b l i c  the  
jud g e s  we r e  mo r e  mo d e r a t e  tha n  the i r  Isr a e l i  
co u n t e r p a r t s ,  an d  the y  se n t e n c e d  him  to  18  mo n t h s  in  
pr i s o n .  

Mo r d e c h a i  Va n u n u  an d  Ka r l  Vo n  Os s i e t z k y  we r e  no t  
an d  ar e  no t  tra i t o r s  bu t  hu m a n i s t s  wh o  fol l o w e d  the  
dic t a t e s  of  the i r  co n s c i e n c e s  on  be h a l f  of  the  ci t i z e n r y  
an d  ag a i n s t  go v e r n m e n t s  tha t  we r e  be t r a y i n g  the i r  
ci t i z e n s .  An o t h e r  po i n t  the y  ha v e  in  co m m o n  is  



in t e r n a t i o n a l  re c o g n i t i o n  of  the i r  ac t i o n s  in  the  fac e  of  
rej e c t i o n  an d  iso l a t i o n  at  ho m e .  

Ka r l  Vo n  Os s i e t z k y  wa s  mu r d e r e d  by  the  Na z i s ,  bu t  
hi s  pa c i f i s t  ac t i o n  wo n  int e r n a t i o n a l  re c o g n i t i o n ,  wh i c h  
wa s  ex p r e s s e d  am o n g  ot h e r  wa y s  by  the  aw a r d i n g  of  
the  No b e l  Pe a c e  Pr i z e ,  wh i c h  he  rec e i v e d  wh i l e  
inc a r c e r a t e d .  

Mo r d e c h a i  Va n u n u  too  ha s  wo n  rec o g n i t i o n  an d  
ap p r e c i a t i o n  al l  ov e r  the  wo r l d  as  on e  wh o  ha s  ma d e  
an  imp o r t a n t  co n t r i b u t i o n  to  the  int e r n a t i o n a l  st r u g g l e  
ag a i n s t  nu c l e a r  we a p o n s .  He  is  the  rec i p i e n t  of  
se v e r a l  pe a c e  pr i z e s ,  an d  for  ye a r s  no w  he  ha s  als o  
be e n  a  nom i n e e  for  the  No b e l  Pe a c e  Pr i z e .  

Ka r l  Vo n  Os s i e t z k y  ha s  now  wo n  rec o g n i t i o n  fro m  hi s  
ow n  pe o p l e ,  wh i c h  Va n u n u  ha s  no t  ye t  do n e .  Va n u n u  
se r v e d  his  ful l  se n t e n c e ,  inc l u d i n g  1 1  ye a r s  in  
co m p l e t e  iso l a t i o n  fo r  the  pu r p o s e  of  dr i v i n g  him  ou t  
of  hi s  mi n d  so  he  cou l d  be  ins t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  for  the  res t  
of  hi s  da y s .  Th e  St a t e  of  Isr a e l  fa i l e d  to  do  tha t .  
Va n u n u  sho w e d  him s e l f  to  be  a  ma n  of  rar e  
pe r s o n a l i t y ,  wi l l p o w e r  an d  de t e r m i n a t i o n  an d  he  
wa l k e d  ou t  of  pr i s o n  af t e r  18  yea r s  wi t h  the  sa m e  
com m i t m e n t  for  wh i c h  he  ha d  en t e r e d  it:  op p o s i t i o n  to  
nu c l e a r  we a p o n s .  

Tw o  mo r e  po i n t s  sh o u l d  be  ad d e d .  Fi r s t :  Fe w  
de c a d e s  ag o  Mo r d e c h a i  Va n u n u  joi n e d  the  An g l i c a n  
Ch u r c h .  Th a t  is  an  un f o r g i v a b l e  sin  in  a  sta t e  rul e d  by  
rel i g i o u s  an d  na t i o n a l i s t  ze a l o t r y .  In  Isr a e l  the r e  is  no  
se p a r a t i o n  of  rel i g i o n  an d  sta t e ,  an d  a  Jew  ca n n o t  
ma r r y  a  no n- Jew .  Isr a e l  ha s  no t  ye t  int e r n a l i z e d  the  



de m o c r a t i c  co n c e p t  tha t  a  pe r s o n ’ s  rel i g i o u s  fai t h  is  
his  or  he r  ow n  bu s i n e s s  an d  no t  tha t  of  the  St a t e .
 Se c o n d :  Mo r d e c h a i  Va n u n u  wa s  bo r n  int o  the  
Mo r o c c a n  Jew i s h  co m m u n i t y .  Th e  Eu r o p e a n  
As h k e n a z i  Es t a b l i s h m e n t  ha s  alw a y s  tre a t e d  
ev e r y t h i n g  tha t  is  ha s  or i g i n s  in  the  Ar a b  wo r l d  wi t h  
su p e r i o r i t y ,  co n t e m p t  an d  ar r o g a n c e .  

Th e s e  two  po i n t s  ar e  wo r t h y  of  a  se p a r a t e  dis c u s s i o n ,  
bu t  si n c e  we  ar e  no t  ga t h e r e d  he r e  for  tha t  pu r p o s e ,  I  
wi l l  no t  ela b o r a t e  on  the m  tod a y .  I me n t i o n  the m  
be c a u s e  the y  ar e  a  pa r t i a l  ex p l a n a t i o n  for  the  Isr a e l i  
po l i t i c a l  an d  mi l i t a r y  Es t a b l i s h m e n t ’ s  ha r s h ,  
un c o m p r o m i s i n g  an d  ven g e f u l  tr e a t m e n t  of  Va n u n u  in  
co m p a r i s o n  to  ot h e r  ca s e s .

Th e  au t h o r i t i e s  of  the  St a t e  of  Isr a e l  ca n n o t  for g i v e  
Va n u n u  for  no t  ha v i n g  as k e d  for g i v e n e s s  an d  
ab s o l u t i o n ,  an d  the y  co n t i n u e  to  ha r a s s  him  wi t h  
res t r i c t i o n s  on  his  fre e d o m  of  sp e e c h  an d  mo v e m e n t ,  
ba s i c  de m o c r a t i c  rig h t s .  Th a t  is  wh y  he  can n o t  be  
he r e  tod a y  to  rec e i v e  the  me d a l .  Isr a e l  an d  Ch i n a  ar e  
two  st a t e s  tha t  tre a t  me n  of  co n s c i e n c e  wh o  ha v e  
wo n  int e r n a t i o n a l  re c o g n i t i o n  wi t h  cr u e l t y .  I ho p e  tha t  
an  ap p e a l  wi l l  go  ou t  fro m  he r e  to  the  go v e r n m e n t  of  
Isr a e l  to  st o p  the  ab u s e  of  Mo r d e c h a i  Va n u n u  an d  
pe r m i t  him  to  lea v e  Isr a e l  so  he  can  be  a  fre e  ma n  at  
las t.  On l y  the n  ca n  a  be l a t e d  ce r e m o n y  be  he l d  he r e  
in  Be r l i n  to  giv e  him  the  me d a l .  

I tha n k  yo u  for  yo u r  at t e n t i o n .

Be r l i n ,   12  De c e m b e r  20 1 0


