Hello,
I would like to be honest – I am standing here, over this podium, although as an
anarchist this situation raises very mixed feelings for me and my comrades. We are
reluctant to receive prizes for political activism. We would prefer not to be singled out
for glory, and receive gratitude for doing what we feel is our duty. However, despite our
anarchist reservations, which under normal circumstances would have prevailed, as
Israelis - beneficiaries of our country's unjust deeds toward Palestinians, we are very
thankful for your support of the Palestinian struggle against Israeli apartheid.
Here on this podium, just as in the olive groves of the West Bank, our primary moral
duty is not to maintain ideological purity, but rather to stand with Palestinians in their
resistance to oppression. We recognize the importance of garnering international
support for the ongoing struggle, and the major contribution of this award to this end.
We believe that standing here, in the current state of affairs, is a direct continuation of
the blocking of bulldozers, standing side by side with the stone throwers, or running
from teargas along with young and elderly protesters.
Here, as in the olive groves, I would like to stress that we are not equal partners, but
rather occupiers who join the occupied in THEIR struggle. We are aware of the fact that
for many, the participation of Israelis in a Palestinian struggle serves as a stamp of
approval, but in our eyes, this partnership is not about granting legitimacy to the
Palestinian struggle - it is legitimate with or without us - but rather an opportunity for us
to cross, in action rather than words, the barriers of national allegiance.
Over the past four years, and through over 200 demonstrations, Bil'in has become a
symbol and focal point for the movement against Israel's wall – a movement that for the
past six years has mobilized thousands of people into grassroots popular resistance, and
has forged an unprecedented on-the-ground, joint Palestinian-Israeli struggle.
The fact that the movement is a civilian and unarmed one only serves to accentuate the
army’s excessive and unjust violence. Thousands have been injured, hundreds jailed and
imprisoned for lengthy periods and 15 were killed, 10 of them minors. We would like to
dedicate this medal to the two most recent casualties of the struggle, ten year-old Ahmad
Mousa and seventeen year-old Youssef Amirah, who were murdered by border
policemen in the village of Ni'ilin four months ago, as part of the attempt to militarily
suppress the wall-related insurrection in the village.

Thank you again for supporting the joint popular struggle,
Anarchists Against the Wall

